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JFK cis ' Lucky 9 


In Cubcm Crisis 


United press International , 

Former Secretary of State Dean Acheson says Presi-i 
dent John F. Kennedy was “phenomenally lucky” in 
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis and succeeded .partly be- 
cause of Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev’s “befuddle- 
ment and loss of nerve.” 

In the Jan. 9 issue of Esquire magazine, Acheson 

commented on an account 


of the crisis by Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy published after his 
death last June. 

Aeheson’s view was that 
President Kennedy’s action 
was “a gamble to the point of . 

recklessness, but skillfully 
executed, with ideas contrib- 
uted by Robert Kennedy/ 5 

He added: 

“On October 28, 1962, when 
he seemed to be over the 
hump of the Cuban missile 
crisis, 1 wrote a note to Presi- 
dent Kennedy congratulating 
him on his leadership, firm- 
ness, and judgment over the 
past touchy week/ It does not 
detract from the sincerity of 
this - mess age to add that T also * 
thought he had been phenome- 
nally lucky. Sen. Kennedy's!- 
account of the crisis reinforces 1 
both impressions/’ 

Adviser During Crisis 

Acheson, who was called to 
the White House as an adviserj 
during the crisis, wrote that 
Robert Kennedy "seemed at 
the time , . . to have been 
moved by emotional or intui- 
tive responses more than by 
the trained lawyer’s analy- 
sis . ♦ /' 

He called the success of 
President Kennedy’s blockade 
■and diplomatic tactics a “hum 
dred-to-one” shot 



DEAN ACHESON 
. * says Khrushchev befuddled 


oughly false and pejorative 
analogy/’ 

Acheson said he advocated 
bombing only the offensive 
missile sites, which would In- 
volve only about 4500 Russians 
and no Cubans. 

Acheson was later sent to 
explain the Kennedy strategy 
to European leaders. He said 
French President De Gaulle 
correctly predicted the Rus- 
sians would not try to force 
the blockade. 


“It does not detract from 
President Kennedy’s laurels 
in handling the Cuban crisis 
that he was helped by the luck 
of Khrushchev's befuddlement 
and loss of nerve/' Acheson 
wrote. "The fact was that he 
succeeded/’ 

Robert Kennedy recalled in 
his article that Acheson had 
been among those advocating 
air strikes against Soviet of- 
fensive missile sites in Cuba. 

Adheson said he opposed the 
naval blockade strategy on 
grounds that it would merely 
"postpone the issue” and give 
the Russians time to make the 
missiles already in Cuba op- 
erational. 

Tear! Harbor* Analogy 

Acheson recalled that Rob- 
ert Kennedy, during the crisis 
discussion, said bombing the 
missile sites would (be a “Pearl 
Harbor in reverse”— to winch 
his brother would never agree. 
Acheson called this a “thor- 


Acheson said the discussion 
sessions of the “Ex-Com” (Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Na- 
tional Security Council) seem- 
ed to him “repetitive, leader- 
less and a waste of time/’ He 
said he was happy when 
President Kennedy, at one 
point, received him alone. 

The President listened with 
“courtesy and close attention 
. . * Ms questions revealed full 
knowledge of Attorney Genet- 1 
al Kennedy’s attitude. I could ! 
not tell what impression, if 
any, I had made,” Acheson 
wrote. 

“When we finished, he 
walked from his rocking chair 
in front of the fireplace to the 
French doors looking out on 
the rose garden, and stood i 
there for a moment. Rhe^ 
without turning, he said, T 
guess I'd better earn my sal-i 
ary this week/ I answered, 
Tm afraid you have to. I wish 
I could help more/ With that, 
we parted.” 
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